Tilt Telescopic Steering Column

This example is a 1981 Corvette

This section will detail the assembly of the telescopic portion of a GM tilt / telescopic column.
Make sure the wheels are straight ahead to insure a successful re-assembly.

Assembly of the column from the turn signal switldwn, is identical to that of other GM tilt columns
That procedure is explained in the video sectiothisfwebsite. The unique nature of the telesappior-
tion of this style column makes this portion anthded explanation necessary.

Once the signal switch is installed, the assembtii@ upper end can begin. Step-by-step procedures
as follows:

1) Insert the upper bearing race and race retainer
followed by the lock plate spring.

2) Insert the horn contact with the smallest
contact in the 12:00 high position.

3) Insert the lock plate over the horn con-
tact with the flat side down (ridge facing
up). This photo displays the wrong side up




4) In order to compress the lock plate and
spring to insert the c-clip, you must lock the
telescoping shaft. This is done with the cor-
rect tool or a bolt with the head ground off
and a screwdriver slot cut into it. The spring
plate compressor must fit over the head of
the bolt used.

5) Install the bolt with the shaft in the lowest
position and tighten the telescoping shaft to
secure it in position.

6) Insert the spring compressor tool and draw the
plate down / revealing the groove for the c-clip.

7) Insert the C-clip with the grooved side
down and the flat-smooth side facing up.

8) Remove the lock plate tool and install
the horn contact insulator over the c-clip.



9) Install the spacers and rubber depth protectors

10) If the steering wheel was removed intact,
install it now. If not, the following steps will
show you how to re-assemble it correctly.

When installing the wheel, be sure to align the
small notch on the upper edge of the upper shaft
with the notch on the upper edge of the steering
wheel

10a) Install the steering wheel housing
aligning the notches on the shaft and hous-
ing top-center

The horn contact should be in the 10:30
position

10b) Install the steering wheel nut



10c) Rest the steering wheel cover on the hous-
ing. Make sure the grooved out portion (pointed
at) is in the 12:00 position to allow for the tele-
scopic rotating ring to move.

10d) Rest the steering wheel on the housing
aligning all the screw holes (it should be in the
straight ahead position).

10e) Install the 6 steering wheel screws.
There should be 3 holes left as illustrated

11) Install the horn contact spring into the
hole in the housing, followed by the
plunger. The plunger goes in with the flat
side down and is held in with a small round
retainer that twists into place.



11a) This is what it should look like when the
horn contact is in place properly. The plunger
should be spring loaded.

Using a screwdriver, touch the plunger to the
housing and the horn should sound.

12) Insert the protective shap ring on the upper
shaft.

13) Rest the rotating ring on the upper shaft
with the indicator top-center

14) Install the star screw. Tighten it with a
screwdriver until the shaft no longer moves
up or down



15) With the shaft locked, turn the rotating ring
about 2/3 of the way to the right. Align the clos-
est 2 screw holes and secure the rotating ring to
the star screw. Be careful not to strip these kmal
screws (it's easy to do).

When it's tight, you should be able to rotate the
ring to lock and release the telescoping portion of
the column.

16) Assemble the horn contact and spacers as
shown:

A) Contact Assembly
B) 3 Spacers
C) Tripod (facing down)

16a) This is what it looks like assembled
(prior to installing)

17) Install the horn contact assembly using
the 3 open screw holes left from before.

The horn contact should come into contact

with the spring loaded horn contact plunger

Tighten all 3 screws evenly to avoid bend-
ing or breaking the contact assembly.



18) Gently snap on the horn cap



